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Introducing Module 1! 
Becoming a Close Reader and Writing to Learn: 

My Librarian is a Camel - How Books are 
brought to Children Around the World 

 Unit 1:  Seeking the Power of Reading 
 

 Unit 2:  Building the Power of Reading 
 

 Unit 3:  Librarians around the World 

 

This module uses literature and informational text to introduce 

students to the power of literacy and how people around the 

world access books. This module is intentionally designed to 

encourage students to embrace a love of literacy and reading. 

In Unit 1, students will begin to build their close reading skills; 

students hear stories read aloud and read works in their 

entirety and excerpts of more challenging writing closely. Then 

in Unit 2, students will focus more on what it means to be a 

proficient and independent reader. They will continue to read 

literature about characters who are motivated to learn to 

read, overcome struggles to learn to read, or are passionate 

about books and words. Students will assess their strengths 

and needs as readers, set goals, and begin the yearlong journey 

of becoming proficient and independent readers. In Unit 3, 

students will delve into geography, and how where one lives in 

the world impacts how one accesses books. They will continue 

building knowledge and vocabulary related to world geography as 

they study excerpts from the book My Librarian Is a Camel, 

which describes how people overcome challenges of geography to 

get books to people. 
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In this first unit, students will explore the question: “Why do 

people seek the power of reading?” Through the study of literature, 

literary nonfiction, and informational articles from around the world, 

and in their own backyards, students will experience the 

extraordinary lengths to which some people go in order to access 

the power and privilege of reading. Students will learn about and 

practice how to close read and answer text-dependent questions. 

They also will determine the criteria for a good conversation and 

practice discussing texts with their peers. As the mid-unit 

assessment, teachers will gauge students’ ability to collaborate with 

their peers. Students will begin to build their ability to write an 

informative paragraph using a simple “accordion” structure to help 

them understand how to develop a topic with facts, definitions, and 

details. In the end of unit assessment, students will demonstrate 

their ability to organize and record notes about “reading 

superheroes” throughout the world. 

Launching Unit 1: Seeking the Power of 
Reading 

Module Performance Task: Accessing Books around 
the World Bookmark 

Key Unit Vocabulary 
notice, wonder, norms, 
record, details, gist, 
character, setting, 
motivation, problem, 
solution, detail, lesson 
(of a story), main 
message (of a story), 
evidence, question, clue, 
sapling, knowledge, 
rumpled, slump, 
discuss, norms, 
fishbowl, genre, fiction, 
fantasy, series, 
nonfiction, participate, 
complete sentences, 
informative, paragraph, 
topic, flourish, Taliban, 
frantic, Allah, explain, 
conclusion, dialect, 
Appalachia, rural, 
excerpt, plowing, dusky, 
scholar, britches, passel, 
yearn  
 

 

 

 

 

For this module, each student will create an “Accessing Books around the World” 
bookmark based on research about selected countries in the text My Librarian Is a 
Camel and the geography content in Unit 3. Bookmarks will have two sides. On 
side 1, students will write an informative paragraph that explains about librarians 
(individual or collective) from a specific country, and how they help readers access 
books in a unique way. On side 2, students will include a bulleted list about the 
physical characteristics of the region as well as an illustration that represents the 
region’s geographical features. The creation of these bookmarks will be supported 
by the writing process, including opportunities for critique, and culminating in the 
opportunity to publish and share the bookmarks with readers in their school, local 
library, or community.  

This task centers on NYSP12 ELA Standards RI.3.2, W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, and L.3.1 

Guiding Questions of this Module… 
• What is the power of education and reading?  

• How does where people live in the world affect how they access reading and books? 

People across the world and throughout time have sought the power of reading to provide opportunities to themselves 

and other.  

Powerful readers have and continue to develop a variety of skills as readers. 

Readers can learn about different places and people through a variety of texts. 


